
1

© BSI 2009

BSI – COMMITTEE WORK and
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEES

by Daniel Mansfield, BSI

3 November 2009



2

© BSI 2009

‘Standards are crucial to sustainable 
development, they are invaluable in helping 
countries develop their economies and build 

capacities to compete on global market. 
Standards make a positive difference to our 

world.’

Former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan

What are standards?
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Who and what is BSI?

• Governance along international PLC lines – full Board of Non-Exec 
and Exec Directors

• Independent, no owners/shareholders

• Formally, a Royal Charter Company and 
National Standards Body

• Core activities:

• Facilitate, promote, sell, distribute standards

• Register, approve, affix quality marks

• Systems assessment services

• Product and materials inspection

• Testing and certification

• Training

• Portal to international standards-making
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UK’s National Standards Body

• In addition to Royal Charter, BSI recognized by UK 
government in Memorandum of Understanding 
(‘MoU’)

• BSI principles of consensus and independence

• BSI tries to involve all stakeholders

– Consumer and Public Interest Network

• BSI as the UK member for CEN and CENELEC in 
Europe, ISO and IEC internationally

• Standards can support public policy; also support 
single European market etc.
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Standards portfolio: the consensus ‘pyramid’
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Committee process

• BSI has own book of rules, BS 0 A standard for 
standards

• Committees/subcommittees

• Some key figures

– Committee members 8248

– Technical and Subcommittees 1278

– Current projects c. 7000 

– Current British Standards 31 438

– Standards published per annum c.2000

– ISO/European secretariats held 201
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Nominating organizations

Trade Assn 2000

Professional Assn 1000

HMG Dept/Agency 550

Company 500

Academic Body 250

Research Org 100

Other 200

Total c. 4600 organizations
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Consensus building

• Consensus, not voting

• Committee members: typically NOT direct company 
nomination

• Committee members consult within own organization

• Work publicly announced

• For “full” standards, obligatory phase of public comment

• Online draft commenting tool: www.bsigroup.com/drafts

• For PAS, more “limited” stakeholder consultation, but 
targeted

• Maintenance and review cycle
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What is consensus?
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[BS 0-1:2005, 3.9; ISO/IEC Guide 2:2004, 1.7]

• Consensus building as a collaborative process

• The “can you live with it” principle

• Remember: review cycle!
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Headlines and media ‘hot topics’

• Issues include

– Environmental protection

– Climate change

– Greenhouse gases/carbon:
management, trading

– Social responsibility and ethics

– Alternative energy sources

– Energy consumption

– Eco-design

– Procurement 
(traceability, sourcing)

– Recycling

– Zero-carbon construction

– ‘Greener’ transport

– Pressure for development

– Water

– Noise

– Targets, e.g. carbon, recycling

– Other aspects, e.g. health and
safety, security
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Examples of standards issues of cross-sector concern

• Sustainable procurement and responsible sourcing

– Big issue for all sectors, but lack of coordinated view (e.g. HMG)

• Eco-design, recyclability, waste reduction

– Already in a number of BSI areas (sustainability, design 
committees, construction, materials, ICT) – coordination will be 
key

• Energy efficiency

– All sectors affected, e.g. Construction with ‘impossible’ targets

• Transport

– Combines a number of technologies and management 
techniques; HMG has ‘green’ transport objectives
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BSI portfolio: tools and techniques / 1

Sustainability management
BS 8900, ISO 26000 series

DEVELOPING

ISO 26000 Social 
responsibility (due 2011)

ISO 20120 Sustainable 
events
BS 8903 Sustainable 
procurement guidance
BS 8904 Sustainable 
communities guidance
BS 8907 Sustainable 
materials guidance
PAS Sustainable 
design (Design Council)

PLANNED

BS 8910 Sustainable 
films

BS 89xx Sustainable 
facilities 
management

Reporting/ 
accountability/ 
communications

PUBLISHED

BS 8900 Guide to 
managing 
sustainability

BS 8901 Sustainable 
events standard

BS 8902 Responsible 
sourcing 
(construction)
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BSI portfolio: tools and techniques / 2

Environmental management
ISO 14000 series (see also later slide on other

elements of this series) 

PUBLISHED DEVELOPING PLANNED

ISO 14005 Phased 
implementation (ISO 
version of BS 8555)

ISO 14006 Eco-
design

ISO 14031

Environmental 
performance 
(revision due 2011)

ISO 14045 Eco-
efficiency (due 2011)

BS EN ISO 14001

Environmental 
management 
systems

BS 8555 Phased 
implementation of 
ISO 14001

BS ISO 19011 Auditing 
standard

Series of PASs for 
WRAP (waste and 
recycling issues)

Explore 
continuation of 
WRAP PAS series
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BSI portfolio: tools and techniques / 3

Energy management and efficiency
EN 16001, ISO 50001 etc.

PUBLISHED DEVELOPING PLANNED

ISO 50001 Energy 
management 
systems (due 2011)

EN xxxx Energy 
audits (due 2011)

Conferences/ 
training

Qualification of 
energy managers/ 
experts

EN 16001 Energy 
management 
systems and online 
self-assessment tool
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BSI portfolio: tools and techniques / 4

Renewables/alternative energy
sources

PUBLISHED DEVELOPING PLANNED
Develop guidance 
on biofuels, 
biomass

Combined heat and 
power

A number of 
standards including:

•Wind turbines 
series

•Photovoltaic

•Solid biofuels

•Solid recovered 
fuels

Sustainability 
criteria of bioenergy
(ISO due 2012)

Wave and tidal 
energy (5 × IEC due 
2011)

Small wind turbines
(IEC due 2011)

Sustainable 
biomass for energy 
applications (EN due 
2011)
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BSI portfolio: tools and techniques / 5

Greenhouse gas and carbon 
management

PAS 2050 etc.

PUBLISHED DEVELOPING PLANNED
BS ISO 14066 GHG 
competency (due 2010)

PAS 2060 Carbon 
neutrality (due 2010)

EN ISO 11771 Mass 
emissions (due 2010)

ISO 14067 Carbon 
footprint (products) 
(due 2011)

Conferences/training

Future 
development/ 
evolution of PAS 
2050

PAS 2050 Carbon 
‘footprint’ of goods 
and services

BS ISO 14064 Green-
house gas reporting 
(3 parts)

BS ISO 14065 Green-
house gas 
accreditation 
requirements
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ISO 14000 series structure

Series designed to be ‘horizontal’ (i.e. not sector-aligned)

• Environmental management (14001, 14004)

• Environmental auditing (14015, 19011 joint with quality)

• Environmental labelling (14020 series)

• Environmental performance (14030 series)

• Environmental life cycle assessment (14040 series)

• Vocabulary (14050 series)

• Greenhouse gases (14064, 14065, 14066, 14067)

• Other (Eco-design 14062, Communications 14063) and 
now Water footprinting: need more participation!
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Innovative approach to portfolio development

• Concept of pilots of earlier draft of 
standard:

– Sustainable events (BS 8901) pilot 
with six volunteer organizations, with 
results published as complementary 
information

– Energy Management (EN 16001) pilot 
with five volunteer organizations, also 
published and available for download

– BS EN 16001 self-assessment tool

– BS 8901: development in ISO 
(ISO 20120)
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Events, other activities

• Sustainability: senior government forum 
and publication

• PAS 2050: cooperation with Carbon 
Trust, Defra and launch event with 
ministerial support

• Launch of EN 16001: industry
communications event and
conference
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BS 8901 press
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PAS 2050 press
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PAS 2060 press: work announced
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Any questions?

Useful link:

• www.bsigroup.com/environment

• (takes you to the BSI Environmental Management 
page, with links to other areas of interest, including 
sustainability, energy etc.)

Daniel Mansfield

External Policy Manager

daniel.mansfield@bsigroup.com

+44 20 8996 7750
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